
Inviting Support for Abraham Path Initiative’s
Trail and Community-Based Tourism Development

in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq

Background: Projects and Expertise
For over 16 years the Abraham Path Initiative (API) has generated positive social and economic
impact in Southwest Asia (aka “the Middle East”), by developing walking trails for community-based
tourism. The trails benefit residents, who may become professional guides, homestay host families,
and small business owners that cater to walkers who come to their towns. Benefits also radiate to
travelers in the growing experiential tourism sector. Visitors enjoy authentic hospitality, make new
friends, share culture, and return home with positive stories about the region and its peoples. 

Working with governments, communities, civil society organizations and individuals, API has
catalyzed the development of more than 2,000 km of walking trails in Palestine, Jordan, the Sinai,
and Turkey. For example,

● Our work in Palestine was supported by a $3.324m USD grant from the World Bank Group,
which, over five years, resulted in the completion of a 330 km-walking trail, with dozens of
homestay hosts and scores of certified walking and trekking guides.

● Our investment of expertise and training in Sinai was underwritten by the Flora Family
Foundation. With $50,000 we helped three Bedouin tribes to create a 225 km trail
connecting their territories. In 2018, we saw a 66% rise in the number of Bedouin guides
(from 16 to 24), and the number of Bedouin workers along the trail grew from 34 to 42.
Walkers on the trail increased from 88 in 2017 to nearly 400 in 2018. From that place of
strength, the three tribes united through API’s involvement, invited five additional tribes to
work with them. Together, the eight tribes doubled the length of the Sinai Trail.

● In 2018-2019, API completed a $260,000 trail feasibility study in the Asir Province of Saudi
Arabia with support from the World Bank

● Currently, API is catalyzing a long-distance walking trail in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. We
bring technical expertise, training, capacity building, and publicity and marketing know-how
to villagers in the foothills of the Zagros Mountains, stimulating revenue generation with
community-based tourism.

API began exploring trail development in Iraq in 2018, when Abraham Path Fellows were engaged in
cultural heritage preservation projects from the marshes in the south to the Nineveh and Kurdistan
Regional Governorates in the north. With funding from the ALIPH Foundation we are researching
Syriac embroidery traditions and the Yazidi practice of charity called xēr in Nineveh. In the process
we draw attention to important roots of global culture that emanate from the region historically
known as the Fertile Crescent and Cradle of Civilization.
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Iraq Trail Development, 2019-2022 and Beyond

API has been actively building
relationships and scouting
walking trails in the Kurdistan
Regional Governorate since
2019. We have developed a
productive relationship with the
Representation of the Kurdistan
Regional Government in the
United States. During and since
the worst of the COVID
pandemic, our efforts have
yielded accomplishments
including:

● Scouted 215 km of trail. We are following the Zagros Mountains and the Zab River,
from the ancient Al Qosh Monastery in the west, to Halgurd Mountain in the east.
The trail traverses Akre, the Shanidar Cave, and Rwanduz, all sites of beauty, culture,
and historical significance

● Connected with stakeholders in 36 communities along fifteen day-stages of scouted
trail

● Built working relationships for accommodation with several family homestays
● Engaged and vetted 10 day-stage hiking guides from local trail communities
● Initiated relationships with seven outdoor clubs representing hundreds of local

walkers
● Created connections with the Asaish, Peshmerga, tribal leaders along the trail, and

the Ministry of Tourism in Erbil
● Completed a technical

through hike in May 2022,
creating a collaborative
trail model with residents
and government
representatives, identified
opportunities for ongoing
development and impact,
and established a cohort
of partners

● Laid the groundwork for a
Zagros Mountain Trail
Association in Erbil that
will gradually administer
and maintain the trail
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Through our work in the KRG over the last several years, API has confirmed with key stakeholders
that a long-distance walking trail is in demand. A feasibility study, informed by the technical thru
hike of May 2022, will estimate the full project scope, cost, and short- and long-term impact.

The feasibility study will be authored by API with input from local stakeholders. The study will
describe a pilot segment to be developed as a model, and outline trail development work for five
years to come, with objectives, roles and responsibilities, methods, timeline, outputs, outcomes, and
budget. Ultimately, we will produce a world-class walking trail and revenue-generating
community-based tourism endeavor that begins in the Kurdistan Region and extends through the
Republic of Iraq to benefit her citizens and for the benefit of global citizens and mutual appreciation.

Abraham Path Initiative seeks funding of $260,000 USD for 2023 to conduct the feasibility study and
to begin the physical work of trail building and marking. As we nurture trail growth in the KRI, we will
promote this economic development and awareness-raising project throughout the Republic of
Iraq. 

CONTACT:
Anisa Mehdi
Executive Director
Abraham Path Initiative
anisa@abrahampath.org
+1-973-476-2800
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