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The Abraham Path is a long-distance

The Abraham Path project combines cultural and economic  

development, women and youth empowerment,

 sustainability and tourism. It is the first of its kind in the Middle East. 

– Ali Abu Kumail, World Bank Group



The path retraces the journey of Abraham, the legendary ancestor of over  

half of humanity, who is known for hospitality and kindness towards strangers. 

 

It shines a light on the natural beauty, warm hospitality and  

vibrant cultures of the Middle East.

walking trail Across the middle east. 



Letter from the chair



William Ury  |  Chair
Abraham Path Initiative

I would like to express my warm 
appreciation for your generous support and 
partnership in 2014. 

Who would have guessed a year or two ago 
that the Abraham Path would today span 
over 1000 kilometers and reach over 100 
communities throughout the region?   

Or that one of the world’s most respected 
institutions in economic development, the 
World Bank, would take notice and invest in 
the potential of the path to create social and 
economic opportunities for villagers along 
the way?  

Or that National Geographic Traveler would 
select the Abraham Path as the world’s best 
new walking trail?

None of this would be possible without you 
and our other dedicated friends from around 
the world.  

I hope that one day you and your family 
and friends will have the chance to walk the 
Abraham Path, if only for a day or two, and 
experience the magic of walking, hospitality, 
and stories.  

For every person who walks the path, 
however, there will be thousands who can 
take inspiration from the path.  To bring the 
path to the world, our team has completely 
redesigned our website, including an 
updated online guidebook with evocative 
high-resolution photos and maps.  I 
encourage you to visit the path by browsing 
our website www.abrahampath.org and I 
would love to hear your thoughts. 

These photos can give you a glimpse 
of the warmth and hospitality that the 
Abraham Path now represents for thousands 
of travelers and community members 
throughout the region. As a source 

of economic opportunity, community 
engagement and cultural connection, the 
Abraham Path has become one of the most 
innovative social change projects in the 
Middle East.

In 2015, I have a request of you; 
please continue to be an intrepid and 
entrepreneurial supporter and friend.  Join 
us in reimagining the world (and the Middle 
East) through a lens of hope, hospitality and 
prosperity. Continue to partner with us as we 
commit to deepening the way the Abraham 
Path touches the lives of people everywhere.  

Please accept my deep thanks for all you do 
to make this dream possible. 

Step by step with you on the path,

Dear Friend of the Abraham Path, 



Ultimately the path is a local endeavor, and 

community engagement is its lifeblood. In 

2014, the Abraham Path Initiative supported 

many activities and events - everything from 

boy and girl scouts cleaning along the trail 

to painting trips that use the rich landscapes 

and history as inspiration for art.

Community Engagement



MANAL AWWAD  
from Beit Jala

My artwork is about two children whom 

I met there. Thanks to them I learned 

about the place. I got to know people 

from my country who are living very 

close to us, yet seem inaccessible. 



ECONOMIC Opportunity
The Abraham Path brings tourism to local 

communities, connecting them to the world 

and providing a steady source of income. 

In 2014, the Abraham Path Initiative 

helped train hosts, providing guidance 

on everything from food safety and 

professionalism to providing guests with a 

quality experience. 



EISA DWEEKAT, homestay 
owner in the Ajloun region.  
Eisa hosts 20-50 guests per 
week depending on the 
season and gets most of his 
income from walking tourism.

I like to know more people from 

everywhere, to see them, to talk with them. 

Now, I have friends from everywhere.



In 2014, API representatives made countless connections 

between diverse Middle Eastern and international 

cultures and communities. Through the organization’s 

presence at a number of European travel fairs and 

extensive networking in the Middle East, many new 

tour operators are now offering travelers the chance 

to experience the region and its people. Additionally, 

members of communities along the path have traveled 

to visit one another, exchanging ideas, experiences, and 

skills as they work together to develop the path.

Cultural Connections



MUSTAFA MARDAWI,  
homestay host, Arraba

The interaction with our guests gives us 

an opportunity to exchange our knowledge 

and it benefits also us – the Palestinians, 

the community of ArRaba – a lot.



In 2014, the World Bank State and Peace 
Building Fund awarded a grant to the 
Abraham Path Initiative for a project 
entitled “Abraham Path – Masar Ibrahim: 
Economic Develoment Across Fragile 
Communities.” The project supports the 
development of the Abraham Path in the 
West Bank (known in Arabic as Masar 
Ibrahim) and invests in sustainable tourism 
in rural communities along the path. 

PARTNERSHIP WITH WORLD BANK



PATH DEVELOPMENT  Marketing, Business 
Development, and 

Communication 

ACTION RESEARCH Investment in People 
and Institutions

$750,000 $530,000 $460,000 $560,000 

WORLD BANK GRANT DISTRIBUTION



Our work would not be possible  
without the leadership and commitment  
of our Board of Directors: 

William Ury  | Chair

Anisa Mehdi  |  Vice-Chair

Raed Saadeh  |  Vice-Chair

Board of Directors Financial Info

World Bank Income: 32%
Other Institutional Income + Interest: 3%
INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTIONS: 57%
In-Kind Donations: 8%

Total Income 
$1,410,765

Administration: 20%
Program: 80%

Expenses: 
$1,171,744

Mona Adbeljawad 

Alexandre Chade

Paul Gray

Jamil Mahuad

Verónica Martini

Lionel Sauvage

Ivan Schouker 

James Sebenius

Louise Sibley

Stefan Szepesi

Josh Weiss

Rick White



2014 was among the most 
exciting years to date for the 
Abraham Path. In addition to 
expansion of accessible trails, 
the path welcomed over 2500 
walkers this year. 15 local 

and foreign tour operators now 
feature the path, and we plan to continue 
promoting our tourism experience that 
is unlike anything else in the world. To 
experience the path from home, check 
out our brand new, high-resolution 
online guidebook at abrahampath.org.

PROGRESS ALONG THE PATH
1078 kilometers  
110 communities

#1 BEST NEW TRAIL



Local Partners In the Press
 

USA Mailing Address:
Abraham Path Initiative 
PO Box 473 
Concord, MA 01742 
USA

USA Physical Address:
Abraham Path Initiative 
1563 Massachusetts Ave 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
USA

European Address:
Abraham Path Initiative 
PO BOX 25209 
3001 HE – Rotterdam 
Netherlands

UK FRIENDS OF ABRAHAM PATH:
Friends of Abraham Path 
7 Mill Plat, Isleworth  
London TW7 6DY 
United Kingdom

This year the Path was covered by 
numerous media outlets in the region 
and around the world:


